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MALOVITSA PART OF TEE RILA MOUNTAINS

e Ot S A St

iys [Geography), " ‘Teanko Banglev
Vol VI, No 6, June 1958, Sofia, s .
Pages ' 9 - 14 :

Bntering the Jskrovets Vsl.loy. one's atuhtion' 15,-t&:6t6d
by the nruty of the peaks in tho Majovitsa mt ot tho Rila Nountains,
shich tm a kind of grandiose bastion or gimtic turtrcu nn.. 'n:-
view of .u this from the Rural mury is upoouuy .pxmu uu
smaning to the eyes. It is as u the lnm li.vor V-lloy were .qnnm
.by the steep, almost porpondicghr slopes of the noanaorin‘ peoaks
‘bordering it on the north. Imperceptidly the eys travels from the
snow white columns of the monastery toward tlunApom.b.t.piu 1n
sunshine or snow clouds. However, the grandiosity and might of this
sagtion are best sensed from the Partisansks mesdow. The rocky ridges
‘and shapes of the tallest peaka of the ‘Malovitsa r_iu»l sbove the jru-
ually disappeuring forest. The eye _llidd- along the porﬁondiculu‘l
walls of the peaks and the labyrinth of unnamed "rock modigl" which
/r!’.,nn. ,tr.n‘_.;,'“onz the southern lloﬁ;s here do-n to the clearly -

smerging southern wal. of Elenin Peak,

~ The Malovitsa (uction is & part of the northwestern Rila Mountains. |
It is so named aftor ius highost peak - Malovitsa. This part is in the
center of the northw:,tern Rila l-ountunl, bordered by the levi Iskur
River, the Kobilino F /nishte ssddle, the Sukho Lake, the Iilm liv.or. :

the Urdina River, ani .he Gherni Inskur River.

The ridge of the Malovitss begins above Mala Tsurkva and
Madshare villages, over which rises the 2irst low but beautiful
Srednokos Peak. Beyond this, going from the northeast toward the '

southwest, stretches a rocky arch, along which the following ponko are
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scattered; Popovs Micpka (3,473 m), Lopushki Vrukh (8,710), Kupenite
(3,570), Sliyat Sub (2,650), Orlovets (2,650), Elenin Vrukh (3,653),
Malyovitss (3,731), Bodov (Burshiyavaki) Veukh (2,597), ané Vurli

vruka (2,509), vith shich the ridge ends, cut off by the deep valley

of the Kleshaitss River.

(The height of the peaks is given sccording to the data of

the tourist msp of the Rila Mountains by Pavol Deitiradev.)

The Malovitsa part of the Rila Mountains is the only part
which, in its orographic chamcter comss rather closs to. that of the
southern part of the central soator of the Pirin Mountains., The
Malovitsa sector, and in particular the bottoms of the peaks, cousist
of granite with pegmatite, and in the upper parts of cryitulm
achists as well. The inclimation nf the layers is 10 to 15 degrees
to the southwest. This is one of the ressons why the northern slopes
of the peaks have formed purpendicular walls several hundrod meters
high, _‘hnq their southwestern slopes are usually ﬂndink. inglined

plateaus. Huge rocky masses and blocks lie at the foot of the pom.

" The beautiful chain of sharp peaks located along the main ridge
. of the ’lonntnin. which begins to the northeast of Lopushki ¥rukh Peak
and stretihes archlike to the west as far as Malovitss Peak, the ocircus
.tomptonl. on the north, and the steep and sometimes por.pon‘l.culu'.
southern slopes of the peaks, give this part of the mountain an en-
tirely alpine character. The alpine nature of the Malovitsa sector
sharply dl:ntin;uilhu it from ths other parts of the mountains., It

is the moat inaccessible ridge of the Rila Mountains,

Malovitsa, and the Elenin Peak located south of it,are the

earliest known peaks of this astonishing alpine group, shile the

peaks situated to the northeast remained unknown and usexplored until
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receritly, and are known only By their general 'nan-‘: the qutt- or

Kupenite (mpntto) Peaks, as they m known to tbha loeal popnhtton.

Graduslly, our mountaineers, \ho have thorou‘hly explored the
Malovitsa sector, rejected this vague name zorvthcj eastern peaks of
the Ealovitsa chain, They pinned them down and replaced them with
exact names, which have becoms general knowledge in our .nountnmﬂnc
cirélol, and have baen accepted in the geographical study of uu-‘

part of the Rila Mountains.

The inexact and general name "Rupite” contmudd to be given
to the large circuses in the north, beneath the poikl of the eastern
part of the Malovitsa, This is literally corrorct. for cty-oligically

the words "Rupa,” or "Ropa,” ("khoruba") mean "a hole,”

The Kamilata Peak is separated from the Lovnita Pesk by the
Lovnishki Pass and runs northwest to Chernata Skala, from where it
continuol to the north batween the m:.winhh Reka Rivor and th- ~

'Preki llivorn. and is known as Rushdavitsa.

Southwest of Lovnitsa Penk is the Zliya Zub Peak, bisected by
the Zliys Preles Pass. A rocky ledge begins at the Zliya Zub Peak, |
and runs south. It has 2 small peaks with perpendicular walls, called
the Dyavolski Igli Peaks. Another rocky ridge which forms the
WInviya Poak, near the .-uurn side of which is located the small
rocky iglata Peak, also un to the south of the Rliya Zud Peak,

West of the Zliya Zub Peak ltr.tch Grlovets P.lk, tho Potlit. rock
chain, the Elenin Vrukh and the Malovitsa Park. To tho north. se-
parated by the Malovishki Pass, are the Orleto and Malka Malovitss
Peaks, faced on the northwest by the Ushite Peak. North of these,

betweon the Malovishka and Urdina valleys, the lnburi chain continuens.
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= hotuuou the I&:h&avitai and iglﬁﬁfi.chiiﬁi,'ahdlégloi'tﬁa
Halkn lnlovicla Punk nestlon thn oldost touriut hut 1n thi. rogxon
- tho Illov:\tn hm. (2 050 » -ltnu..a) . Iocntod X+ nourt ;uy St‘\a-
Govadurtli villngo. Ono.halt ‘hour travol down !rol the huu, at the
-beginning of tha I;lovlshka valley. is the picturalque lachu Pblynna
uadov, on 'hich the Centrll Alpine camp has baon built. 'mroughout
tha year, Alpina cl:lnbers are trainad horo. Above tha llalovitsa hut.
'~ in the circus situated between the Orlovets, zuya Zub. Lovn.‘.tla md
\mu;t- Posks, at 2,500 =, 1is the improviged stone ahelter "BAI.
.built by enthusiastic nolbera of the Bulguim Alpine clnb. The
I:lovitn. valley is the most frequently visited plnce in thil part.,
a face which is much conditxoned by the atoreuntionad -dnquata -tart-
ing points for mountain trips. The easternmost end ot the hlovitu,
under the Golyam Mechit Peak, has the "Samokovska lonunn" ski hut,
'ﬁigh is another comfortable place from which to start trips. One
of the &lt aki runi in Bulgaria begins there, and -thg nei_ghﬁ:thood

near Govedartsi village, includsas numerous rest homes and -tntibnl_.

To the north ol the Malovitsa ridge the valleys of the Lc_»pulhks
Reks River, the Prekite Reki Rivers, and the Malovitss nd Urdina valleys
follow one upon the other from oast to west. They iuvo bqin shaped by
formal glaciers, and their deep circuses contain beautiful lakes bearing
the same names, which are the sources of similarly named tri_bufartcn |
which flow into the right bank of the Cherni Iskur River. The Pre=
koreahki Lakes were given new and interesting names. The highest
and largest of them is Strashnoto Lake, located to the northwest and
below the Kupenite Peaks. On its shore at 3,400 moeters enthusiastio
8ofia and Samikov alpinists built a small shelter bearing its name

which is the best starting point for trips to surrounding alpine sites.
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Under 1t, mestled among the spruce, is Svinskoto Lake, North of
Lovaitas Peak is Mineralnoto Lake, and morth of the Kamilata Pesk
sre the Malosmulyovishki Lakes. The beautiful Klenini Lakes are
iocated in ;hc Malovitsa valley, north of Elenin Vx;ukh Peak and

east of Malovitsa Peak.

‘The Poyovski Lakes are located on the -outhm :1& of the
ridge, between Popova Shapka Peak and Lopushki Peak. Béneath them
is bemutiful fukho Lake. It is the beginning of the Bukhoeserniya
streas which joins the Rilska Reka River at the Partisanska Polyana
u;dou. The m-u_nhly;vitnn River, also a right bank tributary of the

_ lilikl Roka River, begins on the scuthern slopes of the bodov Vrukh

Peak.

Bouth of the Malovitsa ridge, deep among the southern slopes
of the mountains b.t‘oﬁ Lovaitsa Peak and Elenin Vrukh Peak, chan-
nels have been cut, which in the past were known by the gonersl name
”ll,,ito‘ Prototsi.”" They run dowmn steep 1n¢’:11no-. ﬁorpo:';diculnr' i
places toward the valley of the Rilska Reka River. Caly hé m has
wandered along the southern slopes of this section can hndirntu_nd
how suitabia their name 1s (Zlite Prototsi means lﬁl Channels) .

It is difficult to traverse these stone channels, particularly during
the autumn, winter, and spring, when they are covered with snow, or
-hon' with deafening noise they carry down the debris of avelanches

or drag along large stones, jumping and falling, making a thunderous
i;‘iékot:*tro- rock to rock. These channels are even more treacherous
whon the snow begins to melt, and the waters decresse. Then, the
Silence of the mountain world is broken by the thunder of the falling

of rocks, which is a freguent phenomenon in these places. .

Graduslly, the larger and more distinctive channels of the

Zlite Prototsi acquired individuul nsmes. %he eastornmost, which
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runs down the southern side Hi./een the Lovnitss and Eliys Zud Peaks

toward tho Partisanska Polyana Meadow, is called the Blirat Uley
channel, while the pass at shich it starts is ealled Z.iys Preles.
The channel which starts at the southeastera part of Eliya Bub
Pesk from s natural oompositisa of rocks is known as Enalkata, and
runs, the steepest of all, between the Dyavolskite Igli Peaks and
the Pvuglaviya Vrukh Peak toward the Partiganska Polysns Nesdovw, is
called the Dyavolski Uley Charnel. Crossing it is the Bost difficult
of all, and this proves the adequasy of its name (Devil‘'s Channel).
The aext to the west is the Simiyat Uley, which runs down between
the western slopes of the Bvuglav and Iglata Peaks, starting at the
pass between the latter and the 3liya Zub Peak. Vest of ths Siniya
Uley channel, toward Elenin VYrukh Meak, thesouthern slopes are dis-
sected by numsrous other ssaller unnamed shannels, which have kept

their old general name, ZIlite Prototei.

This part of the Rila Mountains attraots tourists and alpinists.
Soeing the peak rising in the skies, visitors on the Malovitsa are
left breathless, and admire at length the alpine giants; in spring,
still covered with snow, and wonderfully beautiful; in summer, bathing
in abundant sunghine and raising their heads powerfully into the skies;
and in autumn, surrounded by thick fog, mysterious and fascinating.
puring the winter, thess pesks appear even aore grandiose, They shine
beneath the sun with their snow white cover, beautiful and dangerous,

accessible only to the boldest.

The exploration of this least known part of the Rila dountsins
is linked wiih the history of Bulgarian alpinism, in which have been
recordad numsrous examples of self-gsaorifice and heroism. There are

numerous such episodes. I would like to relate one of thsa,

- c -
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A comrade and I had deciced to make an attempt tonkotho

Zirst winter time asoent of the Iglata Pesk. At sunrise on 35 April
1955, we left the Forest Hut st the Partiszanska Polysna meadow. Our
early start allowed us to cross the avalanche-prons sector at the
foothills of the Dvuglav ane Iglata Peaks easily. Ve reached the.
W edge of tho Iglata Peak, and its snow covered grass and rock -
approaches on the western side. We had already begun the climbing

of thi edge, when the first omsns of dstriorating npthu: ;ppomd.

¥We had not yet climbed the most difficult p&t when snow l;ogan'to :
fall. The climb continued slowly, and gradually became more and

more difficult. Ice corted the most dangerous places along the edge. ‘
The hands were chilling quickly, the wind was 1ncro-'.1n.¢. ‘and our
attonppl to master the ~ocky ice-covered l;utoho. 'oro not always
successful. Toward evening, at about 18 hours, we rolchod thn ﬁ“.
It had been a 15 hour struggle against great difficulties. The day
had passed among the whistling of falling avalanches and sstorms,

and they seemed onlg & beginning.

2]

- It was ltu'tink to grow dark when wo started the domng_ Qong
the northwestern edge of the peak. The narrow ledges were .eonrod '
with snov. Slowly, and with an unsure hold on the hgrdﬁnnh frosen
ropo to inuh v were tied, we roached the saddle betwoen the Iglata’
and Pvuglav Peaks. The weather was worsening. l'og‘ x_'olhd’in. 'mo’ ‘
npd was blowing harder, and was soon to changy into a show -t;:r-.

Wo were in a desperate situation. A snow roof had tor-éd here in -

‘the saall saddle where the winds blowing from the Siniya Uley channel
and the channel between the Iglata and Dvuglav Peaks nt.v- Yo were wot.
The wind frose our clothes. We wers really prisoners _oi the iountnﬁu.v
We had to spend the night there. This time, the snow foof. which is

a dangerous and treacherocus enemy of the alpinist, livoq us. Ye dug
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a su0 cave inside it, in which, tied to piles vhich we wedgod into

the n:arby rocks, we spent a hu'd," LAY é\-"‘ldu. ti_izht. “gheltered
deenm L UHTITmELEr o o2 PAST steTm mad | uiin Tad, WO ‘were und '
from freesang by our Lagroviced houss., At sunrise, ncmud the

icy western slope of nvuglnv.rbnk. and we climbed aioﬁ; fh.Ajihiyg,;
Uley channel in the pass between the Zliya Zub and Orlovets Peaks.
From there we weat down the Malovitsa valley, welcomed by ‘the ciroi_u_i

of the rising uﬁring sun.

Thus, in 3 decades, Bulgarian alpinists han_' conquered and
explored the inacosssible walls of the peaks in the Iaidvi_tn segtor

of the Rila Mountains, and have aade thi:lr contribution to Bulgarian

science. J

PIGURE CAPTIONS
(Page 10 of original],Sketch of the Malovitea part of the Rila Mountains
(Page 11 of original] The Kupeni Peaks with the Strashnoto lake in the
n,un,fiw::um- | I B
[Page 13 of original] The Dvuglav and Iglata Peaka in the Malovitsa part
of the Rila Mountzins
[Page 13 of original] The following peaks named from left to ;1;1::_:
Lopushki Vrukh, Kupenite, Lovaitsa, Kamilata, The Zliya Preles pass,
and Malovitsa peak

(Page 14 of original] Rila--Thc Dyavolski Igli Peaks and the Malovitsa

part of the Rila Mountains

(Page 14 of origina:] Malovitsa Peak
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